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Dear Mrs Whitney,

e my h ulalaadreadlul night. He is anxious to tell
you all, it in no way affects the firm [ think. | cannot
think. How can | communicate with you? | might tell you
and see If you can see any way out of it. We cannot.

He is nearly crazy. Do burn this. He must not come up
alone. | cannot bear him out of my sight. Do not mention
his affairs till you hear from me or see him.

Write by return.
Best love to yourself and the girl8 do destroy this.

Ada Rutherford

P.S. It may be a phantom of the imagination. | pray it Is.
Your clear head may see some ray of light.
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THE PARTNER’S WIFE




Bella Whitney

Why would Bella Whitney
chall enge her
will?

Why did she take James
Rutherford to court in 19007?

James Rutherford Walter Hall

do
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THE LIGHTS
OF COBB & CO.
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Early Victorian Routes
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Logistical Requirements of a Coach
operation

A Huge amount of capital ($) (meant consortiums were popular)
A Feed supply

A Hundreds of horses

A Stabling and change station facilities (every 10 miles often)

A Staff (managers, drivers, grooms, stable hands booking
agents)

A Commercial acumen (to deal with competition)
A Government contacts (to win mail contracts)
A Flexibility (to open & close routes as goldfields shifted)

AA 6cdad® customer service men



Development of Roads
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Grooms and passengers at a changing station




Reasons for the Growth of Coach
travel

A Ferry prospectors and services to
goldfields & back

A Opening up of inland pastoral industry
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The Passenger Experience



UBB & CG LETT!NG ST ‘BLFS

BALLARAT
GEELONG HAMILTON
QJEENSCUFFE COLAC

| Supzrior class of Horses. Every description of Vehicle,
CHARGES §$IRICTLY MODERATE.
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] TO0 AND FROM AND

| MELBOURNE, ADELAIDE |MELBOURNE. |

4
1
l A B . (TWIEICE A DAY)
AND MOUNT GAMBIER
Kield U',@,‘;qm 3 VIA COLAC.
HAMILTON Through Retmn Thoacw
AND Coach and Rail, N
CASTERTON. First Class) £2. : )

























Bour ke Bank Manager 6s wifebs trip fron

60l was very frightened. At | ast the <co
had to jJump out into the water, half way up to our knees. Raining heavily all
day.

A few miles further on we got bogged and had to walk 5 miles through mud and
water....

When we were within 3 miles of our destination for the night the front wheels
went into a deep gutter, sending us all tumbling forward, the fat woman and her
baby on top of me. Fortunately no one was hurt. The horses had to be taken
out and a man with pick and spade dug the wheels out. We all had to pull the
coach out backwards.

For the next mile Joe and a man had to walk in front of the coach to find the
road. We reached our destination at 10 p.m. with our clothes nearly knee deep
I n mud. O
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Cobb & Co routes
in Queensland, 1885
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With Hood over
Froot Seat.
On Leather

Thomugh Braces.

Top Cover,
Rack Caover.
Apron and
Curtaine around
sides,
Futchel Pole.
PRICE
Nett Charleville

£175

We use this style
for our own

Mail Services,
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Earnings from NSW mail contracts

£120,000

£100,000 ™ Total

Rail
£80,000
m Cobb & Co
£60,000
£40,000
£20,000
£0






BACKCOUNTRY SQUATTER, AD. 18G2.
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