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INTRODUCTION

By 1914 St. Kilda had established a reputation as a centre for fun and
leisure. A number of entertainment venues were situated on the
foreshore area were depicted in the St. Kilda by the Sea annuals.
Although ‘the season’ attracted visitors, St. Kilda was essentially a
middle class suburb with a population of 30,000 - the factors which
influenced its response to the war. The foreshore entertainments
continued but citizens became involved in the numerous public events
associated with war time. Some were on a grand scale. This was
‘respectable’ St. Kilda, loyal and patriotic.

The St. Kilda effort continued even though as the war dragged on the
community became increasingly war weary. As with communities
elsewhere, St. Kilda was concerned too to provide for injured service
personnel returning home in numbers. It was also required to support,
IN increasing numbers, families mourning a loss on a distant battlefield.
Eventually the community needed to decide on its sites of remembrance.
The war impacted on St. Kilda in many and varied ways.
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THE PATRIOTIC EFFORT

Many organisations contributed to the patriotic effort in St. Kilda. To the fore was
the Australian Branch of British Red Cross Society. Some of the churches in St.
Kilda formed their own branches. Operating under the Geneva Convention, Red
Cross efforts were primarily directed at prevention and alleviation of sickness and
assisting war victims. Its efforts extended to the production of goods including
those made by the men’s carpentry section. However, the amount of work done
by women for Red Cross and other organisations was remarkable, a feature that
distinguished it from previous wars.

The Australian Comforts Fund, which began in Melbourne as the Lady Mayoress’s
Patriotic Fund, focused on goods and services for those serving abroad.

The plight of other nations, especially Belgium, evoked substantial fundraising
efforts, often in the form of button days.

Purple Cross was concerned for the horses. Its members, displaying purple
emblems, were a feature of street processions in St. Kilda.
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ouvenit Programms.

The Middies

Town Hall, St. Kilda,

SRR L S

Tuesday, Novemher 13, 1917

In aid al,,.

Confetti and Baloon Stall,
St Kilda Patviotic Carnival,

By Authority of the
Siateg War l,l'r.um:l_L
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THE :: MIDDIES.

| W | )Kﬂ =R ﬁa\_ﬂ
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Back—Madge Cohen Wera Tout Essie Toylor  Doris Whitelaw  Fedora St Ledger  Jean Whitelaw
Fromt—Milicent Cowles  Rita Meunhoffer  Thelma Doward  Yvonne Dievine Birdie Creville.
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T.K1LBAE FATRIOTIC @ARNIVAL,
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St. Kilda Patriotic Committee.
SPECIAL EFFORTS.

French Red Cross Appeal

ST. KILDA TOWN HALL,

MONDAY, 10th JULY, 8 pm.-- SMOKE SOCIAL.

TUESDAY, 11th JULY, 8 pm.-- UNIQUE PERFORMANCE --
“THE GIRLS WHO STAYED AT HOME”

WEDNESDAY, 12th JULY, 3 pam. -- GIFT AFTERNOON.
Organised by the Social Sewing Circle

THURSDAY, 13th JULY, 8 pm.--CINEMA PICTURES,
Provided by Councillor Sculthorpe.

BUTTON DAY, Friday, 14th duly.

an 4 g Drinpers, Bt Kildw
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_fjﬁ_fST KILDA PATRIOTIC COMMITTEE.

MILLION FENNY FUND.
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Boyal Victorian Liedertafel

= For the British Red Cross Fund
. St. Kilda Town Hall, Tuesday, 15th May

1942
Madame ELVA ROGERS Mr. GREGOR WOOL
Mr. JOHN AMADI®
Conductor: Mr. MANSLEY GREER

AY BE lm 'ED AT MESSES. W. H. ©
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The Misses Hyams Patriotic Ball

FLAIMN AND FANCY

(“LE BAL AUSTRALIEN™)
ST. KILDA TOWN HALL

Tuesday, 2nd October, 1917

I Ap or REPATRIATION OF ALUSTRALIAN WOLNDED SOLDIERS
ano ST, KILDA RED CROSS FLND,
&M INFLUEMTIAL COMMITTEE 15 APPOINTED,. 3

The Tickets being lmited, kindly send chenue or return tickets before 28th Sept., or will
be considerad sald.

UNDER THE AusPiceEs aoF THE ST, Hioa Pareioric SOMMITTEE

Mr FrRED CHAMBESLIN

DAMSIHG B P, TILL 2 &AM, T:'ﬂ'l'?ﬂf& 4;‘_ HoMH TAEAD
= MISEES HyAMS. woM sECS
SEHT HOUSE
deiwiitding to Hell or Bebeany o FARs =|:: rr.mj'ru FARRA

i Giio's DRCHEBTRA. :
wingssn 308G,
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14™BATTALION, 15T AIF

The 14t Battalion has come to be identified with Prahran, and particularly St.
Kilda. It is still affectionately referred to as ‘Jacka’s Mob’ in recognition of Albert
Jacka who was awarded Australia’s first Victoria Cross in World War One. Jacka
however, as with numerous others who enlisted in the Battalion, was from rural
Victoria. Many were labourers and miners.

The 14™ Battalion was commanded by Lieut.-Col. R.E. Courtney. His name is now
enshrined in Australian military history by way of ‘Courtney’s Post’ on the Gallipoli
Peninsula. General Sir John Monash was present when the Battalion’s Colours were
presented as the Fourteenth formed part of the 4% Brigade which he commanded
for two years.

Many battalions had mascots. The 14" had a terrier dog which, resplendent in a
little khaki jacket with ‘14’ on it, marched with the battalion. Most animal mascots
were handed to zoos in Cairo and London but there are reports that ‘Gunner’ saw
action in Gallipoli.
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THE CHURCHES AND RELIGION

The people of St. Kilda looked to the pastors of its fourteen churches and
synagogues for some guidance when war broke out. It has been suggested
though that the churches saw the war as an opportunity for reform and renewal as
they had become dissatisfied in Australia with standards of behaviour. Regardless,
the Protestant churches usually espoused the official loyalist sentiments. The
position is less clear for the Catholics. Historic ties with Ireland led to their loyalty
being continually questioned although enlistment numbers suggest at the very
least a nationalistic response in accord with their numbers.

Chaplain-Captain Danglow from the Hebrew congregation in St. Kilda was
appointed Jewish chaplain at the front for the last months of the war.

At home, the St. Kilda clergy conducted services for the fallen. Some were actively
involved in the recruiting campaigns and then in the conscription campaigns. The
extent of the clergy’s influence in the campaigns can be debated but the flags,
guards of honour and honour boards in churches point to a role that was more
than just rhetoric.
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A Great United
Patriotic Service
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St. Kilda Town Hall,

........
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SOLDIERS’ LOUNGE

Brave boy in khaki, wherever you be
You have stood to your guns
Welcome awaits you down to the sea
When you are done crushing the Huns
Khaki’s the only passport you need
To enter the Lounge at St. Kilda
Open arms await whatever your creed
From Gladys, dear Molly and Hilda
(Prahran Telegraph, 15 July 1916)

Although inaugurated by the St. Kilda Patriotic League and the YMCA, the Soldiers’ Lounge on the Lower
Esplanade was managed and operated, as the above verse suggests, by the women of St. Kilda. Targeted fund
raising in late 1915 enabled the Lounge to open in December in the refreshment rooms of the Comedy Theatre.
By mid 1916 however, when the average weekly attendance had already reached eight hundred, the premises
exriandded. It remained a popular venue providing wounded soldiers with rest, recreation and refreshments until
it closed in 1920.
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OR ST. KILDA REST HOUSE

St. Kids Cricket Ground
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4th, 1915,

An ANZAC
AFTERNOON

5?43:
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RECRUITING IN ST KILDA

The pattern of recruiting in St. Kilda generally followed that experienced
elsewhere in the state and the country. The disastrous Gallipoli
campaign led to concerted efforts to recruit more men. ‘Duty’ was the
key word at a 1915 meeting in the Town Hall attended by the Governor
and other personages. At a rally in 1916, after the Prime Minister has
committed additional troops, it was reported that the recruiting
movement in St. Kilda ‘has been taken in hand’. A 1917 meeting
resolved to place three women on the recruiting committee because
‘they would possibly have more influence with the men they were asked
to recruit’. It also resolved to involve those who had organised the anti-
conscription movement and ‘who had staked their faith in volunteerism’.

Major rallies were in the Town Hall but open air addresses in the warmer
weather at Alfred Square targeted beachgoers. Entertainment venues
were utilised and the Recruiting Officer was given permission to address
theatre crowds.
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aT. KILDA RECRUITING COMMITTEE.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
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CONSCRIPTION

Although Australia introduced compulsory military training for its youth
from 1911 it is the conscription campaigns of 1916 and 1917 that are
mainly remembered.

From early 1916 the St. Kilda Council recorded its support for
conscription, it participated in deputations to Ministers and supported
the 60,000 signature Australian Natives Association’s petition to the
Prime Minister. During the 1916 campaign it hosted a rally with the
Prime Minister in attendance. The council though acknowledged the
right of its citizens to hear both sides of the arguments put forward even
if, on occasions the ‘hostile element’ was ejected. However, the anti-
conscription and pacifist views of Archbishop Mannix and Vida Goldstein
respectively resulted in them being denied a presence at the Town Hall
in 1917.

The St. Kilda sub-divisions, within the electoral division of Balaclava,
voted solidly in favour of conscription on both occasions.
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CONSCRIPTION REFERENDA VOTING IN ST. KILDA
(Note — Absentee votes not included)

1916 1917
Yes No Yes No
Balaclava 3571 2596 3244 2491
St.Kilda E 2495 1518 2297 1530

St.Kilda W 3559 1743 3172 1706




ST. KILDA HOME FRONT

SPORT

The outbreak of war in August 1914 coincided with the triennial Australian Rules
football carnival in Sydney. The associated conference immediately made
statements to the effect that football must be sacrificed for defence. Tumultuous
years followed for the Victorian clubs. All but four elected from 1916, for varying
periods, not to field teams. St. Kilda did not participate for two seasons. It
already had though, in 1915, decided to change its colours, from those of
Germany to the red, black and yellow of Belgium. They reverted back in 1923.
The St. Kilda Cricket Club changed its colours also and although it continued to
play, it was non-pennant competition.

The revenue bases of both clubs were eroded. Payments to football players came

in for scrutiny. A public appeal was launched to enable the St. Kilda Cricket club to
continue.

The memberships of the water based sports too were severely depleted but they
continued to be involved in patriotic fund raising and some unveiled honour
boards at an early date.
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GRIEVING, MEMORY AND MEMORIALS

Although anniversaries such as the Gallipoli landing and Declaration of
War were commemorated, public displays of personal grief were not
particularly encouraged. Nevertheless, on the anniversary of a loss,
memorial columns of newspapers contained numbers of family tributes.
However, sacrifice remained a noble cause.

During the war however, clubs and associations began to commission
honour boards and other permanent reminders of sacrifice and loss.

The war weary nation was jubilant with war’s end. The St. Kilda people
flocked to a celebration on 12t November in the lavishly decorated town
hall and later to the ‘Welcome Homes’ accorded the 1914 Anzacs. In all
instances though, black streamers were included in memory of those
lost to the community.
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- /'VER RESENTED
TO AUSTRALIAN MOTHERS.
THE NUMBER OF S TARS REPRESENTED
THE NUMBER OF SONs Or

DAUGHTERS
IN SERVICE
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A national Day of Peace was organised throughout the nation in
July, 1919.

Local communities then began to also focus on larger projects.
There was a movement to establish memorial halls or club rooms
throughout suburbs and districts as a way of honouring the dead
but also remembering and assisting the living. The St. Kilda
Memorial Hall was one such initiative, opening in 1924. In
addition money was raised for public memorials. Part of their
function was to provide the sites and the funereal symbolism
denied bereaved families as a consequence of Australia’s
decision not to repatriate bodies of the deceased from the
battlefields. The St. Kilda cenotaph was completed in 1925.

Families were invited to determine the epitaphs on the
headstones of the deceased but, as they were unlikely to ever
see them they also had the names added to family monuments in
local cemeteries. A number exist in the St. Kilda cemetery.
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Anzac (1914) melwme

Admit
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ST KILDAS
1914 '
ANZACS

Ty L
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T
L | ST KILDAS v2i4: ANZACS
ST.AILDA Town HALL

WEDNESDAY May 14t 81
AT & Ollocs
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Entertainment

of all Chil_dren. resident in

St. Kilda, who atrend school.
Luna Park & Palais de Danse
Saturday, 19th July, 1919

LUMA PARK— Al s of Fun |

PALATSTIE DANSE—
Mary Pickford and Charlie Chaplin

St Kilda Ciny Brass Band

(Conducior :—Me. FRANK JOHNI0M)

Children to assemble in Cavell Street
(between Luna Park and the Palais)

Marshall- M. Geow Babinger, Heod Veacher Soott Stree: School

Gates open at 1.45
Programme to comimence at 2,30 sharp

Tallman 4 Ou, Tynies, M Edde
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City of St. Hilda.

Presentation of

War Service Certificates

On Sunday Afternoon, the 15th May. af
Lower Esplanade, 5t Kilda, His Excellency
the Governor-General will presen! on bekalf
¢ Municipality, War Service Cerfificates
r|_ dr"l ]"‘rulrlj.ﬂj'. ._-n.'u..-.:"?.'u at.r.'lilr h‘l..'ur.'tl.r:

WHO WHILE RESJ’EE_:’E IN 5T, KiLDA

Wy

embarked Il'-Llr Active Service.

A Specfal Cerlificate will be given |
the relatives of hose who gave Heir fives for
the Empire.

¥Ouf ARE REQUESTED T0 FILL IN THE
ENCILOSED FORM WHERE MARKED AND
SR 70 aE FULLY COMPLETED WiTh
OUT DELAY.
Fredh, Chamberlin,
Toum Clerk
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CITY OF ST. KILDA
CITIZENS

who are willing to assist in organising

A GARNIVAL

in aid of the

St. Kilda Memerial Hall Building Fund
il
Local Charities
are cordially invited to attend a meeting
to be held in the
St. Kilda Town Hall
Wednes., February 13
At 8 O’clock

THOS, UNSWORTH, Hayor
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RETURMNED MURSES, SAIL DRSS swn SOLDIERS'
MEMORIAL HALL an- SEASIDE CLUB FLIRD

—

St. Kilda
Carnrval
Beeemdr Li?; :AIH:W. 1619

——

s
TEEEICR I

UMDEE THE HSTIASHAF PATEUCAIE 15

e Eaerllrarg S Tirubranad-Eevrmor

or Fon, Brir Win, B, Jevine, KEME,
gah Ly Arnine

,"|- -

Lmsder: b masapiyrn o ke 7, ILGA PATRIOTIC COMMVITTES i
3T, KRA DEAMDH of THE SETUAMED: 2ALCES & BOLDZAS NFERIAL LEAGIE

= e —

" ¥
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5. Hilla Soldiors’ Memorial Hall
BUILDING FUND
{For Relresh=ent Siall and Palais de Danss)
CARKIVAL AT LUMA PARK, Bik toe 88 Dec. 1010

Dag= Eip e Wodat
st Mrkde's exowneeg afford Jv fo Padie Joade for the

arcafion o @ Soidlers” Soade! Hell amd Saexida Club, whimh i)
e wrwilnbln be wll reluread men and norcss throvphoud the 5iales

Tha gned wesk of tha 36, Kilde Sclideve’ Loungs for the
Tl five poers J5 tor widely roscgbiesd o need partigisr eofar
anss.  Suffear it 03 g Efiee £he nen sseton, modoe the paelpol
of the Se. Wika sub-brased or the Saia Ewifore wiad Scklmes
Tenperinl Leageis, will peopids faeilities and anfopment so # by
dossrped Ap nus Sop.
Flowmts gra 6, amafy, and spalsced herowidh o m ook
menfaindng  £i. The malfer of 20 rhkeis bww the pofd fa
relad (he ertra ore a8 A akamas i N raffe.  The lgfty ar
thawats sald. lopekbes wilk rikiliacde, ehoeld dr aidressad fa
tiw  Mom: Trmasurer. Town Halh g6 fibe from mlom artes
tradels mep be sblined

Fuil dmsxsiotion of the preire Wil b fousd A dba oeak

Herasy.
Thanking pow fo antlperion oo paas findly foterast o
tha mifeer.
Wa nra. psres faitkisilp
HES. JAHES MaNENEZ/E
Freardral o Palida di Do Tttt
Ma, B MRE. K. HALLENLZTE!W
PArmbdromi 0f Oafrotddsasisd Trady
HOTE--All ratwns mnst ba in ar Tharssmy. 10t Deddmbar, 100D

Catask (b aflp aad send Baedr wiLd dosk snd romoftames

To ife Hou. Truwsures #Nfe
Sie Kildy Limgerie Rugfla Mo A i | B
Tnwn Hall =f. Kikis
Bosloaed a8 Ja= £ Jenm

W ema

Addsvae
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LIMCERIE & MENS UNDERWEAR OUTFIT
- -

BEN
1 PYAMAS
¥ SINGLETE
b Pure DREAWERS
¥ SHIRTE
3 Pam SOCES
I Pair ERACTS
I Fair EUSFENDERS

WOMIN
4 MIGHTDRES3ES
b CAMISULES
5 Fainn DRAWERS
5 RINGLETS
5 Pam STOCKINGS
t PETTICOATE
| ROUDOIR CAF
| BRESSING [ACKET
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St. Kilda Memorial Hal

Direct Appeal to the Citizens to Discharge
the Financial Obfigations on the Memorial
Buildings

To launch the above Appeal, I hereby
conve

ne a
PUBLIC MEETING
to be held in ST. KILDA TOWN HALL,
on Monday Ewvening, 12th NOVEMBER,
at 8§ o'clock, at which the antendance of the
Citizens is earnestly invited.

THOS. UNSWORTH,
Mayor
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The St.Kida —  Duzac Remembrance

You are Cordially Invited to atiend

War Memovrial l A Civic

' ’
erected on the Foreshore Reserve at the E M mor[a[ Se'ﬂ} ICE
foot of FITZROY STREET ' s the
will be unveiled by St. Kilda Town Hall
Hiz Excellency the Govenor-(reneral N €x i Sﬂﬂd&j} Af ternoon
g 26th April, 1925)
The R:ghfPfgog.cgimn Fotster, vt Grelate
R i o A Arranged Fy ohe Mavor and Cowncilion, itk e reaperavon 2 e
? Clopy of the Darmaci
Nf.rt Sﬂfurdﬂ}l Aftfrﬂﬂﬂn Hiz Warship ;Irli? -:."d.:nw
25f‘h Aprff {Counciffor J. B, Lewi. IL.EY will preside
{ANZAC DA Y} The Si. Kilda Cify Brass Band will piay
AT 3.30 O'CLOCE Sacred Seleciions i the Town Hall Grownds

before the Service

FELLIE . UHAMUBELIN, Togn Ol
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! Axn srarem

GWEN |

e o




